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N A M E D AT E C L A S S

01 P A R T  1

The Ethics of Illusion

Theater, magic shows, and movies all create illusions — but so do con artists, propagandists, and

manipulators. The same techniques can be used for entertainment OR deception. What makes the

difference?

Key Question: Is it the technique that’s ethical or unethical, or is it the context and consent?

02 P A R T  2

Design a Theatrical Illusion

Create a plan for a theatrical illusion that could be performed on stage. Describe:

The illusion (what the audience sees):

The technique (how it actually works):

Theatrical elements that enhance the illusion:

Lighting:

Sound:

Staging:

03 P A R T  3

The Consent Question

Analyze these scenarios. For each, explain whether the illusion is ethical or problematic:
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1. A stage magician makes an audience member

“levitate.”

2. A photo editor removes a person from a

historical photograph.

3. A movie uses CGI to show a city being

destroyed.

4. A deepfake video shows a politician saying

something they never said.

What criteria did you use to decide which were ethical vs. problematic?

04 P A R T  4

Critical Analysis

Victorian spirit photographers and stage magicians used the SAME double-exposure technique. Why

was one considered entertainment and the other fraud?

In modern media, where is the line between “theatrical storytelling” and “manipulation”?

M I N I  M U S E U M  D E E P  D I V E

The Mini Museum contains both entertainment illusions (stereoscopes, transformation cards) and deceptive

illusions (spirit photographs). The technology overlaps significantly.

Research: How did Victorian audiences distinguish between “acceptable” stage illusions and “unacceptable”

spirit photography fraud?

minimuseumproject.org/exhibit ions/seeing-is-deceiv ing

S H A R E  W I T H  Y O U R  F A M I L Y

Present your theatrical illusion design to your family. Discuss: When do illusions become deception? What role

does consent play?


